
EDITOR’S PREFACE 
	  

Welcome to the ICOTS9 Proceedings, Sustainability in Statistics Education!  

    he theme of this conference reflects our common bond to support the use of statistics across a broad 
spectrum of fields and contexts – and the collective and long-term commitment we have to improving 
statistics education across the globe. One of the greatest assets in this international community is our 
diversity. Indeed, the 401 contributions in these proceedings—including keynotes, invited and contributed 
papers, panellists and posters—with authors from at least 46 countries reflect the great diversity of our field. I 
hope that in this aspect of our work together, there is never an aim to “reduce variability”. 

Referee Process. The optional referee process has been in place since ICOTS6. This year we used an online 
survey system to recruit referees for a double-blind referee process; 295 requests were sent out to recruit 
referees and 63% responded positively, generously offering to referee 1-5 papers. Each of the 150 author 
teams that elected into the optional referee system had their paper read by 2-3 referees, with a 67% success 
rate of being accepted as a refereed paper (in line with previous ICOTS). The quality of feedback was 
excellent overall, regardless of whether papers were accepted or not. Authors were given a small window to 
improve their final papers based on this feedback and most took advantage of the opportunity to do so. The 
list of 161 referees is at the end of this document and if you see one of these silent angels, please give them a 
hardy thank you for their contribution to enhance the quality of papers at the conference. 

The position of Chief Editor of the ICOTS9 proceedings has been a great privilege. In this role I have been 
humbled by the dedication to sustainability-in-action in the willingness of the community to support these 
proceedings on so many levels.  

Above all, the authors are what make these proceedings come to life. Enjoy their collective insights, expertise 
and wonderful diversity that illustrate their commitment to improving the teaching of statistics. 

Sincerely, 

Katie Makar 

Chief Editor, ICOTS9 Proceedings 
The University of Queensland, Australia 
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• Rob Gould, my co-editor, was a godsend, especially during the formatting stage. He designed the 
method we used to create a common look to all of the papers, looked after half of the invited papers and 
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